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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:  Ida Roberts, 407-718-4967

New Company to Make Water Conservation Big Business

Orlando, FL, July 5 – A new company has been formed specifically to educate Floridians about the importance of water conservation and to assist Florida’s water utilities in getting across this crucial message for the preservation of Florida’s environment and way of life.


The Water Conservation School, Inc., based in Orlando, will provide conservation services to public water supply utilities statewide, including educational programs for water customers, employees, opinion leaders and teachers; water law updates, water use audits and community outreach to local builders and nurseries to promote the use of Florida’s drought tolerant, native flowering plants.

“With Florida’s population growth and intermittent droughts, Florida’s annual rainfall is not replenishing sufficient water in our underground aquifers,” said Ida M. Roberts, founder of the new corporation.  “Since the entire State of Florida is in essence floating atop our water reserves, this creates a void which could result in extreme water shortages, changes to our landscape and disruption to our lakes, rivers and animal population.


“Amazingly, the majority of our overuse is based on broad-based misconceptions about plants and turf.  The use of Florida’s native flowering plants to create a beautiful landscape and how to actually promote a healthy, yet water wise lawn by using less water hasn’t taken hold,” she continued.  “Florida’s water regulators know this and are placing huge pressures on public utilities to get the messages across.  This company plans on helping to jump start that effort, along with how to save water indoors with changed personal habits and inexpensive retrofit programs.” 


Roberts will serve as president.  She was formerly head of public affairs and customer services for Florida’s largest privately owned utility, which operated 150 water and wastewater utilities.  Her water conservation programs have received the Governor's top award for environmental education and first place from the American Water Works Association for a Florida water conservation program.


For more information about the school, visit the web site at www.waterconservationschool.com.
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